THE SASSOUN MASSACRE

Proof ‘of the Assertion that Armenian

Revolutionists Caused It

o ome
1

TESTIMOXY OF REV. CYRUS HAMLIX

A Protest Against Americans Help-
ing England to Realize Po-
litical Aspirations in

the East.

Fo the Editor of The New-York Times:
In our previous letier we affirmed that

the Sassoun troubles were brought about by
the criminal efforts of Armenian revolu-
tionary committees, and that no reliance
whatever ought to be placed on Armenian

testimony and assertions, We now propese

to prove these two affirmations, not by
Turkish—that is to say, Mussulman-—testi-
mony, but by Ameridan and BEuropean—
namely, Christian testlimony,

First—The man who, above all, gave the
most explicit and true account of the Ar-
menian revolutionary movement is the Rev.
Cyrus Hamlin himself., On the 23d of De-
cember, 1893, or, in other words, only a few
months before the revolt of Sassoun, he
published in The Congregationalist a truly
prophetic statement, the perusal of which
is absolutely mnecessary for an impartial
understanding of the case, Here Is this
sStatement:

““An Armenian °®reveolutionary ' party is
causing great evil and suffering to the
missionary work and to the whole Christian
population of certain parts of the Turkish
Empire. It is a secret organization, and
is managred with a skill in deceit which is
known only in the East. In a widely dis-
tributed pamphlet the following announce-
ment is m:ide at the close:

** * This is the only Armenian party which
i1s leading on the revolutionary movement
In Armenia. Tts centre is Athens, and it
has branches in every villagze and city in
Armenia, alsp in the colonies. Nishan

Garabedian, one of the founders of the
party, is inr America, and those desiring to
get further information may communicate
with him, addressing Nishan Garabedian,
15 Fountain Street, Worcester, Alass., or
with the centre, M, EBeniard, Poste Hes-
iante, Atnens, Greece.’

“ A very intelligent Armenian gentleman,
who speaks fluenily and correctly English
a5 well as Armenian, and is an eloguent
defender of the revolution, assured me that
they have the strongest hopes of preparing
the way for Russia's entrance into Asia
Minor to take possession. In answer to
the Question as to how, he replied: *' These
Huntchasmnist bands, organized all over the
empire, will xatch their opportunities to
Kill- Turks and Kurds, set fire to their wvil-
lages, and then make their escape into the
meunptains. The enraged Moslems will then
ri'se and fall upon the defenseless Arme-
Dians, and =laughter them with such bar-

Larities tt.at Russia will enter, in the name
of humanity and Christian civilization, and
take poszession.

“ When I denounced the scheme 2s atro-
cious ani infernal beyond anvthing ever
Known, iie calmiy replied: °lt appears so
10 you, o doubt, but we Armenians are de-
terminecl 10 be iree. Europe listened to
the Bulgarian horrors, and made Buigaria
free. fine will ilisten to our cry when it
Zoes Uupr in the shrieks and bilood of miilions
2f worpen and children.’ 1 urged in vain
that t¥ris scheme would make the very name
af Armenijan hateful among all civilized
peoplés. He repiied: *VWe are desperate;
we slhiall do it’

**Fut vour people do not want Russian

proterction. They prefer Turkey, bad as
she i¥:.. There are hundreds of miles of con-
1€ nous territory into which emigration

13 egsy at 2ll times. It has been so for all
the centuries of Aloslem rule, If your peo-
Ple preferred the Russian Government,
there would not now be an Armenian family
In Turkev.’

“* ' Yes,” he replied, ‘and for such stupidi-
ty they wili have to sufier.’

“1 have had conversaiions with others
whe avow the same things, but no one
acknowledges that he is a member of the
party. Falsehood is, of course, justifiable
witere murder and arson are.

“ In Turkey the party aims to excite the
Turks against Prolestiant missionaries and
asainst Protertant Armenians. All the
roubles at Marsovan originated in their
TNOVEeInants, Thev are cunning, unprin-
cinled, and cruel, They terrorize their own
peopie by  demanding contributions of
money under threats of assassination—a
threat which has often been put into execu-
tion.

“I have mad2 the mildest possible dis-
closure of only a few of the abominations
¢f this Hunichagiuist revolutionary party.
it is of Russian origin; Russian gold and
craft govern it. Let all missionaries, home
and foreizn, denounce it. Let all Protestant
Armenians everywhere boldy denounce it.
it is tryving o enter every sunday school

and deceive and pervert the innccent and

ignorant into supporters of this craft. We
must, therefore, be careful that in befriend-
ing Armenians we do nothing that can be
canstrued inrto an approval of this move-
ment, which all should abhor. While yet
we recognize the probability that some
Armenians in this country, ignorant of the
real obiect and cruel designs of the Hunt-
chaguisis, are led by their patriotism to
join with them, and while we sympathize
with the sufferings of the Armenians at
home, we must stand aleoof from any such
desperate attempts, which coniemplate the
destruction of Protestant miissions, churches,
schools, and Bible work, involving all in a
common ruin that is diligently and craftily
soughi. Let all home and foreign mmission-
ariez beware of any zlliance with, or c¢coun-
tenance of, the Huntchaguists.,”

We do not really know whether the Hev,
Cyrus Hamlin is considered (v be a prophet
In his pwn couniry, but his prophetic facul-
fies as far as the last Armenjan ravolt is
concerned are not demnied in Turkey. They
are simply marvelons—for months before
the oeccurrence of the Sassoun troubles
the Rev. Cyrus Hamlin had exactly and
mirnte'y shown what they would be. And
yvet, after the fulfillment of his own proph-
ecy., the Rev., Cyrus Hamlin was bold
snough (o say that the above statement
was written by him only * to show the ab-
surdity of "the revolutiopary plotters.” The
reverend gentieman must have a candid
and innocent soul. Otherwise he would not
have attempted to prove ito fair-minded
Americans that the ™ bloodihirstiness™ of
the Armenian revolutionary piotiers is
synonymous to their * absurdity.” We
suppose that the Rev., Cyrus Hamlin will
also attribute to the * absurdity of revo-
lotionary plotiers ™ the following statement,
showing his past guiltyinterference in Turk-
ishaffairs. Oneof these Armenian “plotters™
made some time ago to The Boston Herald
this extraordinary admission, which, for
the honor of Robert Cellege, if not for his
own, the Rev., Cyrus Hamlin ought, if he
can, to contradict:

“ Several Years ago,” writes the Ar-
menian, ** 1 heard him lecture at Amherst,
Mass. How proud he was to tell his audi-
ence the important part taken by the Bul-
garian graduates of Robert College in se-
curing the freedom and independence of
their country?! 1 ask the Rev. Cyras Ham-
1in if he was not aware of the existence of
patriotic societies among his Bulgarian stu-
dents,”” &c

But in order to show that the Rev. Cyrus
Hamlin's prophecy holds good, let Ameri-
can readers reflect on the following passage
of a letier written by the special corres-
pondent of the Associated Press, who vis-
jited Turkey after the Sassoun revolt, and
who, although bitterly opposed to the Turk-
ich Government, wrote as follows:

* Tt is a fact that certain of the Armenian
conspirators arranged to murder the Rev.
Edward Riggs and two other American
missionaries at Marsovan and fasten the
blame upon the Turks, in order that the
United States might inflict summary pun-
jshment upon the Turkish Government,
therehy making possible Armenian inde-
pendence. One will search a long time in
the pages of history for a more diabolical
plot than that. MAoreover, the mission-
aries would have been murdered had not
an Armepian friend warned them. Dr,
Riggs has unselfishly given his life to the
education of Armenian youth in the mis-
sionary schools, and dome more than any
Armenizn has ever tried to do toward mak-
ing Armenians worthy of autonomous gov-
ernment. Yet the reveolutionary conspira-
tors apparently gave that fact little
thought. * * * It is, of course, impossible
to say to what extent radical iéeas_ prevail
emang the revolutionary propagandists, but
the plans of some of the leaders ars shock-
ing in the extreme.

= In brief, their plans are to commit atroc-
ities upon Turks, in order that the ircfuri-
ated Turks shall shoek the Christian worid
by the flendish outrages of their retalia-
.tion. When remonstrated with in regard to
theése un-Christian plans, the men who are
responsible for them merely say: ‘It may
seem - to vou cruel and barberous, but we
know T.?at we are doing. and why we are
. it.

s phe financial methods of thesa men are |
_ .almost as ingenious as their plans of politi- |
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cal agitation, Certaln Armenians of a lower-
grade of mental abllity are required to fur-
nish so many thousand piastres to the com-
mittee, and the means of obtaining the
money are plainly rgapped out. Here is a
case in point: h !

A wealthy Turk in the service of the
Government in Constantinople received a
letter one morning, saying that ufess he
deposited 12,000 piastres in a certaln place
within twenty-four hours he would be
killed, An investigation led to the discov-
ery of the fact that the letter was written
by an Armenian who had been in his em-
ploy as a trusted servant for several years.
The servant confessed his guilt, but he as-
serted in self-defense that revolutionary
agitators had compelled kim to write the
letter under penalty of death. It was a case
of cholece of wills, and the poor wretch
saved his life at the exgensa of a long term
of imprisonment. It is believed that a great
deal of money s raised In this way, but
whether or not this money gets beyond the
pockets of the revolutionary a?‘itﬂtﬂl‘S. no
man pretends to ¥now. There {s a theory
thar this money is used in the purchase of
rifles and ammunition, tat that i1s 2 matier
known only to Lhe agitators themselves.”

The reason why English public oplnion
is generally in favor of the Armenians is
both politleal and religious. No real es-
teem for the Armenians themselves exists
in England. Besides, everybody admits in
Europe that Armenians are, as a Tace,
mnuch inferior to the Turks., Armenians,
even in olden times, showed no greatness.
Their influence in the world has been ab-
solutely nill. In science, in art, in literature,
in warlike achievements, they have left no
trace. But, they are Christians; and this is
one reason why English public opinion is
in their favor. The political reason lies in
the fact that England wishes to harass
Turkey for the just opposition of the latter
to English scandalous encroachmmenis on
Egyptian territory, which, after all, belongs
legitimately to the Sultan. It is just as if
England had taken possession of one of
your States, and at the same time were
fomenting discontent for, and disapproba-
tion of, vour treatment of the Indian race
which Columbus found supreme on this
continent.

Such being the real state of things, we
congider that it Is quite time for public
opinion in the United States io see how
erronecus and even anti-American is tne
policy which consists in helping England in
her political aspirations in the East. Ameri-
can public opinion ought to remain aloof
from European intrigues. It ought especially
to learn to estimate correctly the wvalue
of Armenian assertions and of the Armenian
moral standard.

*1f,"" writes the Associated Press cor-
respondent above quoted, *‘ the detailed
facts of the Sassoun massacre are ever es-
| tablished, it must be independently of Ar-
menian testimony, or their value may bDe
seriously gquestioned. In fthe first place,
| every Armenian with whom it has been my
r lot to come in contact, seems to have a very
vague idea of the wvalue of truth, In the
second place, in his anxiety to make out
a case against the Turk, he is willing to
publish as fact, any grotesque rumor that
he may chance to fall over in the street,
In the third place, he does not really know
what actually took place in the Sassoun
mountain=s, but his vanity will not permit
- him to acknowledge it, and so0, to be up
with the times and to help along the cause
of his people, he embellishes the rumor that
he hears, and frequently says that
he is in secret communication with friends
in Moosh and REitlis, who are harboring
Sassoupn refugees. he average Armenlal
cannot be believed on oath.”

In this deplorable condition of Armenian
honesiy, we find a true explanation of
the following remarkable incident, an sc-
count of which was given at the time, as
follows, by all the newspapers:

“ The story which has been thrilling the
world for some time past of the wife of the
Armenian leader Grego, who, rather than
suffer dishonor at the hands of her Turk-
ish persecutors, threw herself, with her
child in her arms, into an abyss, and was
followed by other women until the ravine
was filled with corpses, has been exploded,
as many persons predicted it would be, at
the time Is was sprung upon the-publie. It
has been discovered that the horrible nar-
rative is a reproduction, with additions and
embellishments to sult the occasion, of an
cld tale told in poetry by Mrs. Hemans
vears ago, under the title of * The Suliote
Mother.” "

In the face of all the innumerable Armen-
lan falsehoods of this kind, word has
Just reached us that AMr. Gladstone, in hig
Chester speech, ascerted that the world is
Ir possession of independent American testi-
mony favorable to the Armenians. No
Ereater error has ever been made. Mr.
Gladstone ought to have known better.
There is absolutely no American testimony
regarding the Sassoun troubles. And the
reason is very simple. No American was at
the Sassoun distriet at the time of the re-
voit. The Reav, ¥. D. Greene, it iz true,
published a slanderous pamphlet on the
“ Armenian Crisis in Turkey,” in which he
printed a few documents supposed to be
well authenticated. But as no American-
born citizen saw anything of the Sassoun
disturbances, it follows necessarily that
sajd documents were written either by
Armenians or by American missionaries,
under the inspiration of Armenians. There-
fore, the Rev. F. D. Greene's pamphlet is
based upon Armenian falsehoods. ‘This
maKes it uiterly and completely valueless.
Mr. Gladstone owes to us to show where
and how he wag able to find a single genu-
ine American document favoring the Ar-
menian allegations; that is to say, the
allegations of a people who * ecannot be
believed on oath.” Facte, however, have
very seldom distorbed Mr, QGladstone’s
fanaticlsm., We trust that Americans hav-
ing no political views on Turkey will see
how dangerous 1t is to encourage, elther by
word or by moral help, Armenian revo-
lattonists, for the simple reason that they

are Christians. * Armenia,”” wrote some
time a=zo the correspondent mentioned
above, ''is preparing for war. The revg-

lutionary party has now both monev and
guns. During the past elght weeks money
has poured into the revelutionary treasury
in a steady stream from the Armenian
colenies in Batoum, Tiflls, Baku, Erivan,
Etchmiadzin, and other places in Russia,
and from Rescht, Kazvin, Teheran, Tebriz,
Khoi, and other cities in Persia. I have not
vigited the Armenian colonies on the north
coast of the Black Sea, nor the large col-
ony af Ispahan in Southern Perszia, but I
am reliably informed that revolutionary
agents have been as busy there az else-
where. 1 have myself seen a considerable
sum of this money raised publicly, and I
am told that the wealthy Armenian mer-
chants in the c¢ities T have named have
made large private contributlons, +with
promises of more for Tuture use if needed.

* The money raised publicly has been
cbtained by means of balls, social enter-
tainments, theatrical performances, and lot-
teries. These functions were ostensibly for
the * benefit of the Sassoun refugees.” But
it was a very thin disguise. It was thor-
oughly’ understood what the monev was
wanted for, and tnat the Sassoun refugees

would not see a genny 0of it eXcept in the
shape of rifles and ammunition.'”

The cries, therefore, in favor of the Sas-
soun refugees and the famished are either
based on Armenian falsehoods or uttered by
those who have political aims to further
and attain. Could Americans be decetved by

'.;t‘l-.‘.ll?.]:l a very thin disguise™ 7 We doubt
ey ok

Constantinople, Aug. 8.
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